               SUMMARY OF THE POEM CHIVVY 

The poem “Chivvy” by Michael Rosen talks about how adults constantly tell children what to do and what not to do. The word "chivvy" means to nag or keep giving instructions, and that is exactly what the poet shows in this poem. Throughout the poem, the poet gives examples of the many things that grown-ups say to children every day, like “Speak up,” “Don’t talk with your mouth full,” “Say thank you,” “Pull your socks up,” “Stand up straight,” and so on. These lines reflect how adults try to control every small action of a child.The poem also shows how confusing it is for children. On one hand, they are told not to interrupt, and on the other hand, they are told to speak up. They are scolded for being quiet and also for being noisy. This shows the contradictory nature of adult instructions.
The poem ends with a surprising line: “Be yourself.” This is ironic because after giving so many rules and commands, how can a child truly “be themselves”? The poet wants us to think about this contradiction.
Through humour and simple language, the poet shares an important message — that children need freedom and space to grow. Too much instruction can make them feel frustrated and confused. Adults should guide children, but not control them all the time.In short, the poem reminds us that children should be allowed to make their own choices, learn from their experiences, and be treated with understanding.
                            Questions for practice 
QA. "Take your hands out of your pockets / Pull your socks up / Stand up straight."
Questions
a) Mention the attitude reflected in these instructions.
b) State the purpose behind giving such commands.
c) Suggest the emotion a child might feel after hearing such repeated orders.
SAQ
QB. State the main idea conveyed through the poem.
HOTS
QC. The last two lines of the poem are not prohibitions or Instructions. What is the adult now asking the child To do? Do you think the poet is suggesting that this is Unreasonable? Why?

